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KJ.ssi.nger and I had valuable calk with Chancellor February 16* 
Conversation lasted over .two hours and became progressively 
more cordial as it proceeded. It was ended by us because we 
were already half an hour late for luncheon engagement with 
Mende. 

Kissinger began conversation by telling Chancellor that he 
understood latter was concerned about vulnerability, of the 
United States retaliatory force* He was only part-time 
consultant to US Government, under no obligation to defend 
American policies, and Chancellor should therefore understand 
trfiat everything presented to him in endorsement of these 
policies reflected Kissinger's personal views. 

Kissinger began by saying that American strategic planning was 
based on premise that even after a Soviet first strike US 
would have more weapons and delivery vehicles remaining than 
Soviet Union. 




Lgures 



Kissinger then went over some of 
military budget with respect. to our 
strategic forces* He explained concept of a mixed force. 
Ife also explained nature and significance of hardening of 
bases and role of Polaris forces. . He explained why combination 
qf these factors would permit significant percentage of US 
retaliatory force to survive. He gave some indication of. 
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kind of forces which would survive and damage these could 
inflict on the Soviet Union. 

Chancellor grew progressively more Interested and cordial as 
exposition progressed. He explained that he had never under- 
stood degree of thought that went into our planning. He stressed 
repeatedly. how enormously reassuring this exposition was. 

Kissinger then turned to question of whether Uniped States 
planning involved making United States and Soviet Union a 
sanctuary and causing burden of conf lict to fall on western 
Europe and satellites.) 



r He suggested that It was extremely important in 

any future planning to leave no doubt about availability of 
total force for retaliation. United States recognized that 
a political requirement might conceivably exist for a NATO 
force but it did not think that there was a military re- 
quirement. United States concern about multiplication of 
national forces was not designed to keep Europe in a second 
class status , Rather it reflected conviction that national 
forces were bound to be ineffective compared to the kind of 
forces Kissinger has just described. Solution was not a 
fragmentation of NATO but welding together of Atlantic Com- 
munity following course Chancellor has so wisely chosen in 
relations of European nations among each other. 




Kissinger stressed 
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Kissinger stressed that objections to Norstad's proposal In 
Washington concerned not principle but particular technical 
conclusions Norstad drew from it. United States was in 
principle prepared to proceed with creation of a multilaterally 
controlled, multinational NATO force if it seemed to our HATO 
partners to be desirable. Particular nature of thatforce 
was still open for discussion, but he thought thatf| Jff 

at discussion yesterday saw matters in a very similar light 
to that of many of our people. 



Chancellor 
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Kissinger replied chat after his conversation with German 
Defense Minister last May he had lo oked into the question 
_o£ equipment of convention al forcesj 

r In any case our conventional forces were being 
substantially modernized. Kissinger also pointed out that 
Chancellor had neglected to mention one possible outcome 
of a conventional conflict in central Europe, and one that 
was most likely: That if the United States committed sub- 
stantial forces to a conventional action, risk of general 
war would become too great for Soviet Union and it would 
agree to a .negotiated settlement* This was particularly 
, true In view of the relation of strategic forces that 
Kissinger had outlined earlier. Kissinger added that concept 
of a conventional build-up was designed to prevent Soviet 
Union from obtaining hostage such as Hamburg or Munich and 
holding it while nuclear retaliation was taking place. 
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Id that this concept put a dlffeifent complexion 
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Chancellor then turned somewhat philosophical. He spoke of 
historic accomplishment of United Stat es in helping its de- 
feated enemies to regain self-respect^ 




Kissinger said 

that Americans were a pragmatic people wnose values were 
more lively. to be expressed in deeds than in words. However, 
he had never seen a greater unanimity among Americans that 
future of freedcnrdepended on cohesion of west. Speaking as 
a friend and admirer of the Chancellor, he wanted to say that 
an historic opportunity now existed to weld Europe and the 
United States together by concrete measures. Chancellor asked 
whether Kissinger's observations were held at highest level 
of State Department as well. Kissinger emphatically confirmed 
this. 

Kissinger also stressed chat choice before us was very similar 
to that faced by the Chancellor himself in 1949. We had 
chance of affirming a general theoretical goal or else we 
could take specific steps together with our European friends 

to create a 
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to create a framework for common action whenever this was 
possible. It was Kissinger's opinion that wiser course was 
one charted by Chancellor himself with respect to European 
integration, namely, to work on specific measures for common 
action rather than to use up energies in theoretical dispute. 
This was spirit which animated our proposals within NATO. 



Chancellor indicated his enthusiastic support for this ap- 
proach. On two occasions. when Kissinger and I sought to 
leave he asked us to stay in order to give him another op- 
portunity to express his gratitude for what had been said 




Upon leaving, Kissinger said that he wanted the Chancellor 
to understand that when we spoke of our power and our dedication 
to Atlantic Community these were not simply idle phrases , 
Chancellor replied, "Thank God for this!" On this note the 
meeting broke up. 
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